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OcToBER 8 (legislative day, Ocrosper 1), 1951.—Ordered to be printed 


Mr. McCarran, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted 
the following 


REPORT 


(To accompany 8. 821] 


The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill 
(S. 821) for the relief of Wong Woo, also known as William Curtis, 
having considered the same, reports favorably thereon with an amend- 


ment and recommends that the bill, as amended, do pass. 
AMENDMENT 


On line 6 strike the word “Lieutenant”? and insert in lieu thereof 
the word “‘Captain”’ 
PURPOSE OF THE BILL 


The purpose of the bill is to provide for the admission into the 
United States of a minor Chinese child presently in the custody of 
citizens of the United States. The child would be considered to | 
a nonquota immigrant which is the status normally enjoyed by the 
alien minor children of citizens of the United States 


STATEMENT OF FACTS 


The beneficiary of the bill was born in China on September 1, 1937, 
and is presently in Japan in the custody of Captain and Mrs. Ralph 
Archer. Captain Archer is company commander of the Two Hun- 
dred and Ninth Military Police Company, Kobe, Japan. It appears 
from the record that the child was originally in the custody of Sergeant 
and Mrs. Robert W. Curtis. The Curtises returned to the United 
States and the boy was left in the care of Captain and Mrs. Archer. 
At the time this bill was originally considered, there was pending in 
the House of Representatives a bill which would have permitted 
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Sergeant Curtis and his wife to bring the child to the United States. 
However, the latest report from the Department of Justice discloses 
that Sergeant Curtis and his wife have separated and both agreed that 
Captain and Mrs. Archer are in a better position to take care of the 
beneficiary of the bill. 

A letter dated September 19, 1951, to the chairman of the Senate 
Committee on the Judiciary from the Acting Deputy Attorney General 
with reference to the case reads as follows: 

SEPTEMBER 19, 1951. 
Hon. Par McCarran, 
Chairman, Committee on the Judiciary, 
Uniied States Senate, Washington, D. C. 

My Dear Senator: Under date of October 31, 1950, in response to your re- 
quest, this Department forwarded to you its views concerning the bill (8. 4056, 
8ist Cong.) for the relief of Wong Woo, also known as William Curtis, an alien. 
Subsequent to the introduction in the present Congress of an identical bill (8. 821) 
this Department has received additional information which may be of interest to 
the committee in its consideration of this measure. 

S. 821 would provide that Wong Woo, solely for the purposes of section 4 (a) 
and section 9 of the Immigration Act of 1924, shall be considered the alien natural- 
born child of Lieutenant and Mrs. Ralph Archer, citizens of the United States. 

This Department, in its letter of October 31, 1950, indicated that Sergeant and 
Mrs. Curtis had testified that in the event the alien is permitted to enter this 
country it was their intention to adopt him and to assume full responsibility for 
his support. It appears, however, that Sergeant and Mrs. Curtis have been sepa- 
rated since October 1950, and that while they individually remain desirous of 
adopting the child, they both agree that another interested couple, Captain and 
Mrs. Ralph Archer, are in a better position to provide a home for him. The child 
was born on September 1, 1937, in Peiping, China, and is presently in Kobe, Japan, 
with the Archers. It appears that the child, whose parents are dead, was found 
by sailors attached to the cruiser Si. Paul and in 1946 was turned over to the 
Seven Hundred and First Military Police Battalion. 

According to the record, Ralph J. Archer was born on September 8, 1920, in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., and is married to a first lieutenant in the Army Nurse Corps. 
Mr. Archer holds the rank of captain and is now company commander of the 
Two Hundred and Ninth Military Police Company, Kobe, Japan. Persons 
acquainted with Captain Archer testified that he is married and has a child 1 
year old. In a letter to the committee dated May 14, 1951, this Department 
advised that it had received no information as to whether Captain and Mrs. 
Archer planned to retain custody of and adopt the alien child should he be per- 
mitted to enter the United States. However, since that time the Department 
has received information indicating that thev are desirous of adopting the child. 

Whether, under the circumstances in this case, the general provisions of the 
immigration laws should be waived presents a question of legislative policy con- 
cerning which this Department prefers not to make any recommendation. 

Yours sincerely, 
Wa. Amory UNDERHILIi., 
Acting Deputy Attorney Ceneral. 


Senator Herbert H. Lehman, the author of the bill, has submitted 
the following information in connection with the case: 


HEADQUARTERS Kose BASE, 
OFFICE OF THE PRovost MARSHAL, 
APO 317, April 3, 1951. 
The Honorable Herpert H. Leaman, 
United Siates Senator, Washington 25, D. C 

Dear SENATOR LEHMAN: This is the letter promised in my cable of Saturday 
morning in reference to the status of S. 821, a bill for the relief of William Curtis 
(Wong Wu), my ward. 

A letter from the Army congressional liaison officer informed me that a bill 
for the relief of Bill had been introduced at the request of Sergeant and Mrs. 
Curtis of California. 

I want to keep Bill with me. I had no knowledge of the action of Sergeant and 
Mrs. Curtis. As a matter of fact, neither Bill nor I have heard from the Curtis 
family in over a year. 
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The Curtis’ left Bill in Osaka. They made no provision for his support, and 
it was due to the fact that the child had been left stranded, here in Japan, that 
I felt that I was morally obligated to accept responsibility for him. 

In the 2 vears that I have had the child, 1 have heard from the Curtis family 
not more than three times. 

On one occasion, over a year ago, Mrs. Curtis wrote and told me that they had 
tried to get action taken to have the boy admitted to the United States but were 
apparently having no success. Then they asked for his passport number and 
date of birth. I wired the information, but received no acknowledgment or 
answer of any kind. 

I wrote again to the Curtis family a short time after I sent the cable last year, 
and informed them that I was taking steps to have the boy admitted to the 
United States through congressional action. Since then, I have not heard from 
them, nor have they written to Bill. I started action to get Bill to the States 
when it appeared that otherwise he would be left here alone when we went home. 

Senator, I want to keep Bill. In the 2 years that I have had him, I have 
grown very fond of him. ‘To the best of my knowledge and belief, he actually 
lived in the Curtis household for about 10 davs. During the period he spent 
with the Seven Hundred and First Military Police Battalion, he was quartered 
in barracks with the troops. 

I have been the sole contributor to the support of this child since he entered my 
home. The Curtis family has not ia any way, contributed to his support, or in- 
timated that they were even interested in him for over a vear. They have not 
communicated with either the child or any member of my household in over a year. 

At this stage of Bill’s development, he needs an exceptional amount of care 
and guidance. He had been neglected and badly spoiled during the most forma- 
tive vears of childhood, and due to the patience and diligence of Mrs. Archer has 
made rapid progrss in overcoming those handicaps. 

If the Curtis family had told me that they were taking action to get the boy, or 
had indicated in any way that they wanted us to care for him until they could send 
for him, I would have been happy to oblige. But after all the time and effort we 
have spent to make a child a member of our family, I do not think it is fair or 
reasonable of Sergeant and Mrs. Curtis to expect us to give him up 

I hope and trust sir, that you will be able to clear the legislation so that if and 
when we return to the United States, we can include Bill as a bonafide member of 
the family. 

Sincerely, 
Raupu J. ARCHER, 
Captain, Military Police Compan /. 


KoBpeE AMERICAN SCHOOL, 
APO 317 c/o Postmaster, 
aan Francisco, Calif., May 13, 1951. 
Hon. Hersert H. LEHMAN, 
United States Senate, Washinaton, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Lenman: Capt. Ralph Archer of the Two Hundred and Ninth 
Military Police Company of Kobe Base has asked me to write to you in regard 
to Senate bill No. 821 concerning William Curtis, who is his ward at present. 

Bill has been a student in my physical education class and has shown great 
growth in sportsmanship and fair play. 

Personally, I feel that if you can help Bill enter the United States with the 
Archer family, he will adjust rapidly to our American customs. 

Sincerely, 
WiiuraM 8S. Heyser, 
Se ve nth and Eighth Grad Teacher. 


The committee, after consideration of all the facts in the case, is of 
the opinion that the bill (S. 821), as amended, should be enacted. 


O 





